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PRELUDE
Please enter the sanctuary quietly. If you are in the sanctuary or
attending live stream, this is time to prepare your hearts and
minds for worship.
INTRODUCTION
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
OPENING HYMN God himself is with us (Tysk) (H 475)
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)
The people standing, the Celebrant says
Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People You come to your people and set them free.
COLLECT FOR PURITY AND GREAT
COMMANDMENTS (BCP p. 323)
The Celebrant may say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets.
INTROIT Choir
S 86 Kyrie eleison (Greek) (Hurd) (BCP p. 324)
The following is sung, all standing

COLLECT FOR THE DAY (BCP p. 357)
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
We beseech thee, Almighty God, to purify our consciences by thy
daily visitation, that when thy Son our Lord cometh he may find in
us a mansion prepared for himself; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
The people sit.
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
The people sit.
A Reading from the Second book of Samuel.
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had
given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to
the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but
the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do
all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”
4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go
and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to
build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I
have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a
word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I
have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name,
like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may

live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall
afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make
you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God
Silence may follow.
PSALM: Canticle 3: The Song of Mary
Remain seated.
My soul doth magnify the Lord, *
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded *
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth *
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, *
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him *
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; *
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, *
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, *
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.
SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27
The people sit.
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel
and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of
the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed,
and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,

according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
Reader. The Word of the Lord.
People. Thanks be to God.
Silence may follow.
All stand.
GRADUAL AND THE ALLELUIA
Alleluia! “I wait for the Lord,, My soul waits for His Word”,
Alleluia!
GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
All stand.
Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will
be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.
Celebrant
The Gospel of the Lord
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

HOMILY

Fr. George Joseph

THE CREED (BCP p. 326)
All stand.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359)
All remain standing.
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord,
saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for
the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of
God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our Bishop George Sumner, George Joseph our Priest and for
all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in
authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those celebrating their anniversary of birth and anniversary of
marriage, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all those who are travelling, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
For comfort, strength, guidance from the Holy Spirit, especially for
Larry, Ashley, Susie, Cathy, Sese, Valerie, Kate, Arthur, Mrs. Das,
Edgar, Jannie Nel and family, Fatima and family, Conrad Vermaak
and family, Kristina, Steve, Achille, Michelle, Jay, Brenda, Merle
Wells, Catherine, Marla, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who are sick - Claude Lee, Chuck, Graham Clarke, Jerre,
Ben, Marla, Jean, Clint Harron, Bruce Magers, Bob Bowser, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the Diocesan cycle of prayer - Pray for Ministry with Aging
Rural Church Commission, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the Anglican cycle of prayer - Pray for mission agencies and their
ministry throughout the Anglican Communion, including the
Mothers’ Union around the world, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the
destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and
care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and
degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Church of the Holy Cross (needs and future), all the members,
former members and friends of the Holy Cross. For their life and
contribution to the ministry of this church, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of resurrection, especially,
Rowland R Davis, Fannie Rosson Bunkhardt, Mary E Amacker,
Barbara J Glass, Angus Jones, Harold J Forst, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and
without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord,
by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints,
let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to
Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.
Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 330)
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in
love and charity with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life,
following the commandments of God, and walking from
henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your
humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People
Almighty God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
maker of all things, judge of all men:
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins
and wickedness,
which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.
We do earnestly repent,
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,
the burden of them is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us,
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may ever hereafter
serve and please thee in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of thy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty
repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will
refresh you. Matthew 11:28
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to
the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. John 3:16
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy
1:15

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 334)
The people kneel or stand.
Then the Celebrant continues
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that
thou, of thy tender mercy…………..By whom, and with whom, in
the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O
Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER S 119 The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
(Plainsong/Douglas) (BCP p. 336)
The Celebrant then continues
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
FRACTION ANTHEM S 157 O Lamb of God (Merbecke) (BCP
p. 337)
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS (BCP p. 337)
The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under
thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to
have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of
thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
INVITATION (BCP p. 338
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 338)
COMMUNION HYMN Sing we of the bless'd Mother
(Rustington) (H 278)
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 339)
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The People may join in saying this prayer
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of
the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through
hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without
end. Amen.
BLESSING (BCP p. 339)
CLOSING HYMN The angel Gabriel from heaven came
(Gabriel's Message) (H 265)
DISMISSAL (BCP p. 340)
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People
Thanks be to God.

